[Major pulmonary resections for lung cancer and thoracoscopic approach: some reflections on published data].
Video-assisted thoracic surgery has a renewed topicality in treating early stage non-small cell lung cancer. Numerous publications show the benefits of this surgical technique in comparison with conventional thoracotomy. However, some surgeons are still apprehensive for its validity in lung cancer. Few works were dedicated to the critical aspect of this new technique which generates silent controversy and is far from having the general approval of all surgical teams. A critical review of several papers disclosed some concerns related to this approach, notably the risk of intra-operative technical problems and the possibility of questionable results concerning cancer dissection and clearance. A randomized clinical trial is now mandatory to confirm the safety and usefulness of this technique.